General Timeline For Graduate School 


First Year & Sophomore Year

1. GPA: Begin building a strong GPA.  Graduate schools primarily look at your sophomore and junior years.  Your first year is viewed as a transition period.  If your GPA is below, you still have time to improve.  
2. Coursework: Map out coursework with faculty and academic advisor.   Pick courses that will benefit you and strengthen your transcript.  If interested in applying to Ph.D. programs, enroll in laboratory, research, and statistic classes. 
3. Letters of Recommendation: Develop relationships with faculty members; this will be important for letters of recommendation.
4. Admission Committees: Admission committees like to see well-rounded applicants, so, get involved on and off campus.   Volunteer, intern, and/or work in your field of interest.  
5. Career Services: Visit Career Services to create or revise resume and cover letter; you will need both when applying for internships, work, or volunteering.

Junior Year

1. GPA: Maintain and/or improve your GPA.
2. List of Graduate Programs: Make a list of graduate programs that interest you.  Refer to Graduate School Guide. 
3. Career Services: If you feel confused or unsure, speak with someone at Career Services, 	talk with your advisor, and/or meet with faculty.  We are here to help you!
4. List of Application Materials: Compile a list of required materials, including how many 	letters of recommendation, any entrance exams, and deadlines.  Request information, including application materials if program requires hardcopy application.
5. Letters of Recommendation: Start thinking about who you would like to ask for recommendations, usually between 3-4, and at least 2 should be from professors or professionals who can speak about your academic abilities. 
6. Entrance Exams: If any entrance exams are required, determine when you should take it and how much time you will need to study beforehand.  Assume you will be taking the entrance exam only once; most graduate schools prefer you take it only once, indicating how serious a student you are.

Summer Entering Senior Year

1. Study/Take Entrance Exams: Study for entrance exams, and/or take exams.  
2. Application Materials: Update resume, and start drafting personal statement/letter of intent and/or other admissions essays and writing samples.  
3. Contact Alumni: Contact PMC alumni who are current graduate students or recently graduated.  
4. Visit Campuses: Schedule a campus tour and/or informal meet and greet with faculty and current students. Great opportunity to learn more about the program and opportunities on and off campus. 

Fall Semester of Senior Year

1. Take Entrance Exams: Take entrance exams; keep in mind deadlines, usually takes 4-5 weeks to process scores. 
2. Letters of Recommendation: Ask for letters of recommendation.  Give recommenders plenty of time to complete (4-5 weeks), so ask early!
3. Fill Out Applications: Start filling out applications.  
4. Application Materials: Revise letter of intent and any additional essays/writing samples required.  Ask others to review and critique, including faculty members.  
5. Official Transcripts: Request official transcripts from all postsecondary institutions attended; might need multiple copies, and could take a few weeks.  Plan accordingly.   
6. Financial Aid: Research financial aid options, including filing a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Graduate School Resources 

Program Options 

1. What’s the Difference Between a Master’s and Doctoral Degree?: http://gradschool.about.com/od/admissionsadvice/a/masterphd.htm
2. List of Master’s Degrees: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_master%27s_degrees
3. List of Doctoral Degrees: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_doctoral_degrees_awarded_by_country

Choosing a Graduate Program

1. Criteria for Choosing a Graduate Program: http://www.quintcareers.com/graduate_school_criteria.html
2. Choosing a Graduate School: http://www.princetonreview.com/grad/choosing-a-school.aspx

Application Materials

1. Components of Application: http://gradschool.about.com/od/admissionsadvice/a/overview.htm
2. Letters of Recommendation: http://gradschool.about.com/cs/askingforletters/a/recletter.htm
3. Personal Statement/Admissions Essay: http://gradschool.about.com/od/essaywriting/g/adminessaydef.htm
4. What Do Graduate Schools Want?: http://gradschool.about.com/cs/miscellaneous/a/want.htm

Entrance Exam Preparation & Registration 

1. Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions: http://www.kaplan.com/pages/default.aspx
2. Peterson’s Graduate School Planner: http://www.petersons.com/
3. The Princeton Review: http://www.princetonreview.com/
4. ETS: http://www.ets.org/
5. GRE: http://www.ets.org/gre
6. MAT: http://psychcorp.pearsonassessments.com/haiweb/Cultures/en-US/site/Community/PostSecondary/Products/MAT/mathome.htm
7. GMAT: http://www.mba.com/mba/thegmat
8. LSAT: http://www.lsac.org/JD/LSAT/test-dates-deadlines.asp
9. MCAT: http://www.aamc.org/students/mcat/
10. DAT: http://www.ada.org/dat.aspx

Financial Aid

1. Understanding FASFA: http://gradschool.about.com/od/financialaid/g/fafsa.htm
2. FASFA: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
3. Types of Financial Aid: http://gradschool.about.com/od/financialaid/a/typesofaid.htm
4. Types of Loans: http://gradschool.about.com/od/financialaid/a/loans.htm
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