RUTHANN BERGMAN
Professor Emerita of Business
Faculty Emerita Ruthann Bergman retired from her position
as Associate Professor of Business in 2014. For over 20
years of educating and mentoring, she exemplified faculty
dedication to students’ careers and future. Bergman prided
herself on her record of successfully finding her students
employment immediately after their graduation, especially for those students who had
an interest in Accounting. An active community member, Ruthann helped redesign the
Business program multiple times.

FREDRICK (FRED)
CONVERSE CABOT
Professor Emeritus of English
and American Literature
Fred Cabot had so many roles at Pine Manor College
that it is hard to count them all. As a Professor of
English he inspired many students over the years - he is always fondly recalled
by his former students and kept in touch with many. Fred was a longtime College
trustee and was chair of the nominating committee. He spoke with great wisdom
and compassion. He mentored many faculty, students and trustees over the years,
and attended every alumnae/i event he could. He was always happy to have lunch
with students and faculty friends and loved running on the College’s wooded cross
country trails. After he stopped driving, former students and his faculty friends
would drive him to events, everyone grateful for the chance to spend quality time
with Fred. In addition to serving as a trustee of Pine Manor College, he served at
the Longy School of Music and the Boston Landmarks Orchestra. Additionally, he
was an oarsman and crew coach, weather watcher, lover of Vermont woods and
mountains and the Maine seacoast, and friend to everyone.

BURNHAM CARTER, JR.
Professor Emeritus of English
Over his 25 years at Pine Manor College, Dr, Carter was
the Academic Dean as well as a Professor of English. He
was the first Josephine Abercrombie ‘44 Chair in English.
Dr. Carter, known for his adorable bowties was beloved by
his students, many recalling he and Dr. Fred Cabot reading
love poems on Valentine’s Day in the Founder’s Room. He was the quintessential New
England college English professor, and his love of teaching enriched the lives and
learning experiences of hundreds of students over the years.
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NIA LANE CHESTER
Professor Emerita of Psychology
Dr. Chester spent more than 30 years in Higher
Education, developing innovative approaches to
curriculum. During her time at Pine Manor College Dr.
Chester served as Vice President of Academic Affairs
and Dean of the College, as well as a beloved Professor
of Psychology. Dr. Chester also authored numerous papers and books, including
her work on the impact of divorce on families and the experience of women in the
workforce. An endlessly compassionate spirit, Dr. Chester’s trademark positivity and
selflessness left an unmistakable impression on her students, family, friends, and
acquaintances alike. Helping others was her natural inclination – always a teacher,
nurturer, and advocate in her personal as well as professional life. Many of her
former students say that Dr. Chester was the reason they pursued psychology as
a career field.

ELIZABETH (BETH)
BALLANTINE
GARDNER
Professor Emerita of Biology

Professor Gardner’s Tree

36 |

For more than 50 years, Beth was an active member of
the Pine Manor College community, dedicated to the
success of the students and the College. She joined Pine Manor College in 1967 as
both a faculty member and Chair of the Department of Natural Science. As Chair of
the Division of Science, she, in collaboration with Dr. Nancy White developed the
Biology major, which remains today. One of her most enduring contributions to the
education of the students was her work on the reconfiguration and renovation of the
Dane Science Building to support the science curriculum. She created and taught
a variety of courses such as Psychopharmacology, Human Genetics, Nutrition,
and Biology of Women. She challenged her students, made science accessible,
and was dedicated to the success of every student. She secured funding for the
“Bioscholars Initiative” from the National Science Foundation to provide financial
support to students of promise. Following her retirement, Beth remained as an
integral member of the College through her work with the Development Office and
the Physical Facilities Committee. Her dedication to PMC was recognized when
she received the Distinguished Service Award in 2016. She was a mentor and friend
to many faculty and staff. Beth was respected as a serious colleague, committed
to excellence, always looking for ways to improve herself, her peers, her students
and the College. A large spruce tree, brought to Chestnut Hill from her property in
Idaho, continues to thrive outside the Ferry Administration Building to remind us of
Beth and how she helped the sciences at Pine Manor College grow.
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MARY GEGERIAS
Professor Emerita of French
Even if you were not a French student, you knew Mary G.
and she cared about you as a student. She was beloved
by her students, spending time in the French House,
taking groups of students on amazing trips to Europe and
creating the Year In France international program. She was
devoted to the College for 50 years, having taught on the Wellesley campus as well.
She was often found having lunch or dinner in the refectory with her students, and the
conversations were always in French. When she died, she left a collection of French
books to the College so she could continue educating future students in the language
that she loved. She remains one of the most remembered teachers at Pine Manor
College reunions and events.

RODMAN (ROD)
ROBINSON HENRY
Professor Emeritus of Art History
Even if you never took an art history class, you knew
Professor Henry. He was a beloved and influential professor
at Pine Manor College for over 40 years and taught on
both the Wellesley and Chestnut Hill campuses, chairing the committee that oversaw
that move. There was no one more well-versed on the architecture of the Dane Estate,
as documented in several monographs that Dr. Henry authored. He would often
give architectural tours of the campus to students, alums and friends. Dr. Henry was
extremely personable, and enjoyed keeping in touch with his students over the years.
He instilled a great appreciation for art and architecture in the hundreds of students he
taught. He was the first Clara Torrey Clement Chair in Art History, and received many
honors over his academic career.

BOB OWCZAREK
Professor Emeritus of Theatre
and Communication
Robert “Bob” Owczarek, retired Professor of Theatre
and Communication, was a beloved professor, mentor,
colleague, and friend to many for 30 years who cared
deeply about his students. Those of us who knew him
will always remember Bob’s “theatrical” presence in the
classroom, meetings, when directing our plays, and during trips to London. Bob had
a profound effect on many of our alums and was committed to helping all students
succeed and realize their potential. Bob embodied the mission of the College to
educate and empower students “one student at a time” and helped many of our alums
attain their career goals.
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PAM PALMER
Director of Enhanced Foundational Program
The Pine Manor College community lost a beloved
teacher, friend and colleague when Pam Palmer died on
December 1, 2011. Pam joined Pine Manor College in
2004 as Academic Coordinator for the English Language
Institute and was Director of the Enhanced Foundational
Program. Her love for the College and her passion for teaching were well known
to all. At a campus gathering in her memory several of her students recalled
how Pam’s caring about them was powerfully contagious, empowering them to
believe in themselves and their capacity to succeed. Again and again, students for
whom English is not their first language eloquently explained how Pam’s belief
in their ability to master the skills of English made it possible for them to express
themselves, tell their stories, and pursue their dreams.

ISO PAPO
Professor Emeritus of Visual Arts
Iso Papo was a quiet man, but when he spoke it was
with tremendous wisdom and depth. He was born
in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia in 1925, and in 1941, he and
his family fled from Nazi occupation to Italy. He then
escaped to Switzerland where he was safe until the end
of the war. After the war he returned to Italy, where he studied at the Brera Academy
of Art in Milan, graduating in 1951 after winning first prize for painting in the
yearly national scholastic competition. Iso arrived in the United States in 1951 and
taught art over the course of forty years at the Boston University School of Fine Arts
and Pine Manor College where he was Chair of the Visual Arts Program. Always
optimistic, engaged, and full of purpose, he truly lived a life of constant learning.
His warmth and charm drew people in, always sharing words of wisdom with a
great sense of humor. He led a figure drawing session every Saturday morning in the
PMC upstairs drawing studio for decades and he welcomed all, regardless of ability.
Iso was warm and sincere. He listened and had tremendous empathy. He was
curious about the world and was equally comfortable in the science and art realms.
His tremendous wisdom and depth are remembered in Iso’s paintings that are part
of Pine Manor College’s history.

MICHELE TALBOT
Professor Emerita of Biology
Michele Mastrolia Talbot’s greatest passion was
teaching: she was a professor for 41 years at Pine
Manor College, where she designed and directed the
B.A. Program in Biology and Pre-Medical Studies. She
developed new courses in areas including the biology of
HIV and AIDS, ethical issues in science and technology, human infectious disease,
epidemiology, pathophysiology, marine biology, and forensic science. Michele
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was made an Honorary Member of the Alpha Chi Honor Society, and she received
the Ruth Allinger Gibson Award for Teaching Excellence in 1988 and 2001, as well
as the Kellogg Award for Distinguished Service. She also helped develop and direct
the Articulation Program within the Connell School of Nursing at Boston College.
She totally supported her students, and kept in touch after they graduated, and was
the inspiration for many to pursue careers in the sciences. There is a beautiful bench
given in Michele’s memory outside the Dane Science Building where students and
her colleagues often sit for quiet inspiration.

STEPHEN THOMPSON
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and Religion
Stephen Thompson was a beloved teacher and mentor,
productive scholar, and supportive colleague. He was
also a dear friend to all who had the good fortune to
know him. He never missed attending a local alums
event. He taught at Pine Manor College for over 40 years
and touched the lives of generations of Pine Manor College students. Stephen taught
a wide variety of philosophy, religion, and interdisciplinary courses throughout his
career, including Time, Change, and Death: The Meanings of Mortality; Personal
and Professional Ethics; and Culture, Consumption and Identity. In addition to
teaching, Stephen was active in the administration of the College, serving as
Chair of the Arts and Humanities Division; Dean of First Year Students; Dean for
Advising and General Education, and Dean for Co-Curriculum and Advising.
Stephen encompassed a special talent for inviting collaboration and advocating for
inclusiveness that he effortlessly modeled for others. He championed team-teaching
and interdisciplinary research, teaching and learning. His dedication to Pine Manor
College and to his students extended well beyond his teaching, and he became a
life-long friend and mentor to so many.

ROSARIO (BOB)
TOSIELLO
Professor Emeritus of American Studies
Even if you didn’t have Dr. Tosiello as a teacher,
you knew him and he knew you, because he cared
about all students at Pine Manor College in his 29 year career with PMC. He
was the College Marshall, a job he took great pride in, and was a welcome sight
at official College ceremonies. He had several roles in his time at Pine Manor
College including Professor of History, Chair of the Social Sciences Division, and
Dear of Academic Policies and Procedures. He was extremely passionate about
his research on Max Ascoli, a mid-20th century Italian-American educator and
anti-fascist and gave numerous presentations on the experience of Italians and
other immigrants in America. He was honored by the National Endowment for the
Humanities and was awarded a fellowship from Harvard University, as well as a
Wean Professorship from Pine Manor College in 2001.
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